The Beja Tribes of the Red Sea Hinterland
have broader cultivable tracts. So they can adjust
internally inequalities of food supply. Some 2,500 live
and work permanently in Port Sudan, and the milk
demands of this large town, coupled with labour on the
quays, provide them with a steady income. Their total
population exceeds 40,000, divided into 12 sections
(bedanas) and some 80 sub-sections (hissas). They own
about 30,000 camels, a few hundred cattle, and 120,000
sheep and goats. They also are a fine upstanding race,
sturdier than the Bisharin but no less handsome. At
wrestling, jumping, and other sports, their young warriors
are a joy to the eye.
The Hadendowa population is now put at 60,000
souls divided into 40 bedanas and a host of minor
sheikhships. Their animals total 20,000 camels,
30,000 cattle, and some 160,000 sheep and goats. Their
northern clans lead the same hardy life in the hills and
glens as the Amarar and Bisharin, but they have large
grain areas in the Wadis west of Sinkat, the Tibilol-Odi
plains and in the rich Gash Delta. They also derive a
useful income which has reached £16,000 in one year from
the export of vegetable ivory from the dom-palm forests
in their central area. This trade began with the building
of the Kassala railway. They also sell senna, mecca,
colocynth, milk, hides, charcoal, palm-fibre matting, and
ghee.
The Hadendowa are the biggest tribe in the mixed
population of the Gash Delta, and play a leading part in
the cotton-growing area, and their economic life has been
revolutionised thereby. Until 1925 their tribal wealth
consisted mainly in animals and grain, and such cash as
they won from cotton-picking at Tokar and camel-
porterage. Before the Kassala railway was constructed,
some 15,000 camel loads of goods were carried yearly
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